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See the most important news in the field of Slovak energy legislation for the month of
March 2024.

A draft of an act amending basic energy regulations has been introduced to the
parliament, proposed effective as of 1July 2024. We took a special look at how the proposed
changes in the energy regulations will affect the operators of RDS and LDS in our article
here.

We would like to draw your attention to the effectiveness of the new operating rules of
SEPS, OKTE and SSD as well as a piece of news from our law firm: in March 2024, we started
publishing an English version of our monthly Energy Legislation Monitoring. Let you
friends and colleagues know about it.

You can read more about these and many other interesting news in this monitoring for the
month of March 2024.

We wish you a pleasant reading!

Pavol Polacéek, Managing Partner


https://www.polacekpartners.sk/clanok/10-navrhovanych-zmien-tykajucich-sa-prevadzkovatelov-mds-a-lds
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/clanok/10-navrhovanych-zmien-tykajucich-sa-prevadzkovatelov-mds-a-lds
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/en/monitoring-of-energy-legislation
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1. WHAT HAS CHANGED?

ELECTRIC ENERGY AND GAS INDUSTRY

Act no. 309/2009 Coll. on the support of RES no
Act no. 250/2012 Coll. on Regulation no
Act no. 251/2012 Coll. on Energy no
Act no. 321/2014 Coll. on energy efficiency no
Act no. 609/2007 Coll. on excise duty on electricity, coal and natural gas no
Act no. 555/2005 Coll. on energy efficiency of buildings no
RONI Decree no. 490/2009 Coll., laying down details on the support of RES no
RONI Decree no. 92/2023 Coll., laying down the conditions of the tender procedure for no
the provision of electricity storage facility services

RONI Decree no.107/2023 Coll., establishing price regulation of electricity supply no
RONI Decree no. 207/2023 Coll., establishing the rules for the functioning of the no
internal electricity market

RONI Decree no. 208/2023 Coll., establishing the rules for the functioning of the no
internal natural gas market

RONI Decree no. 230/2023 Coll., establishing the content requirements of the no
distribution system development plan

RONI Decree no. 285/2012 Coll., establishing price regulation for the supply of natural no
gas to small businesses

RONI Decree no. 450/2022 Coll., establishing price regulation in natural gas industry no
RONI Decree no. 18/2017 Coll., establishing price regulation in the electric energy and no
some conditions for the performance of regulated activities in the electric energy

industry

RONI Decree no. 370/2023 Coll,, establishing price regulation in the field of supporting no
electricity production and some related conditions for the performance of regulated

activities

RONI Decree no. 246/2023 Coll., establishing price regulation of selected regulated no

activities in the electric energy industry and some conditions for the performance of
selected regulated activities in the electric energy industry

RONI Decree no. 278/2012 Coll., establishing quality standards for gas storage, gas no
transportation, gas distribution and gas supply

RONI Decree no. 236/2016 Coll,, establishing quality standards for electricity no
transmission, electricity distribution and electricity supply

RONI Decree no. 2/2013 Coll,, establishing procedures and measures regarding data no
storage, form and content of stored data

RONI Decree no. 3/2013 Coll,, establishing the method, scope and structure of no
providing measured data on consumption at the take-off point of the electricity
consumer and their storage

RONI Decree no. 4/2013 Coll., establishing the method, scope and structure of no
providing measured data on consumption at the take-off point of the gas customer
and their storage
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RONI Decree no. 284/2012 Coll. on the rules for the sale of electricity in the form of no
auctions
RONI Decree no. 212/2005 Coll., establishing the application form no

for the issuance of a permit

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 599/2009 Coll., no
implementing certain provisions of the Act on the support of RES

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 270/2012 Coll. on no
professional competence for carrying out business activities in the energy sector

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 416/2012 Coll., no
establishing the details of the procedure for applying restrictive measures in a state of
emergency and measures aimed at eliminating the state of emergency in the electric

energy industry

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no.106/2019 Coll., no
establishing the list of authorized industries, the scope and structure of the
administration and the method of providing compensation to entrepreneurs

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 202/2019 Coll., no
establishing the conditions for participation in the auction for the selection of the

electricity purchaser and determining the amount of the electricity purchaser's

remuneration

THERMAL ENERGY

Act no. 657/2004 Coll.,, on thermal energy no
RONI Decree no. 312/2022 Coll,, establishing price regulation in thermal energy no
RONI Decree no. 277/2012 Coll.,, establishing heat supply quality standards no
RONI Decree no. 328/2005 Coll., determining the method of verifying the economic no

efficiency of the operation of the heating facilities system, the energy efficiency
indicators of heat production and heat distribution facilities, the normative indicators
of heat consumption, the range of economically justified costs for the verification of
the economic efficiency of the operation of the heating facilities system and the
method of payment of these costs

RONI Decree no. 283/2010 Coll.,, establishing the range of economically justified costs no
caused by disconnection of the consumer from the supplier's heating facilities system
and the method of their calculation

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 151/2005 Coll., no
establishing the procedure for preventing the occurrence and removing the
consequences of a state of emergency in the thermal energy industry

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 152/2005 Coll. on the no
specified time and on the specified quality of heat supply for the end consumer

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 15/2016 Coll., establishing no
the method of calculating the annual heat production in the production of electricity

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 503/2022 Coll,, no
establishing the temperature of hot water at the take-off point and the rules for

budgeting costs for the amount of heat supplied in hot water, costs for the amount of

heat supplied for heating, costs for the amount of heat supplied or the amount of heat
produced in a decentralized heat source and economically justified costs for heat

produced in a decentralized heat source
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Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 308/2016 Coll. no
establishing the procedure for calculating the primary energy factor of the centralized
heat supply system

Decree of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic no. 14/2016 Coll.,, establishing no
technical requirements for thermal insulation of heat and hot water distribution
systems

Note: In our monitoring of energy legislation, we monitor for you the changes to the above-mentioned legal

regulations, which were published in the Collection of Laws of the Slovak Republic last month. In the month
of March 2024, no change to any of the afore mentioned legal regulations was published in the Collection
of Laws of the Slovak Republic.

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED

An extensive amendment to several energy regulations

In the last monitoring, we discussed the draft law being prepared by the Ministry of
Economy of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as "ME SR"), amending and
supplementing Act no. 250/2012 Coll. on regulation in network industries, as amended
(hereinafter referred to as the "Regulation Act") and amending and supplementing related
energy regulations.

In the meantime, this legislative process has progressed, the draft law was approved by the
Government of the Slovak Republic, which subsequently presented it to the National
Council of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as "NC SR"). It is currently in the first
reading in the NC SR.

The draft of the submitted law should enter into force on 1 July 2024, except for the
amending point, which is proposed to take effect only on 1 January 2025.

You can learn more about the proposed changes relevant for RDS and LDS operators in the
article available on our website.

The status of the current legislative process regarding the draft law can be followed at this
link.

The legislative processes for the draft amendments to the decrees,
amending the quality standards, continue to progress

On 15 March 2024, the last changes to the preliminary information on the draft decrees of
the Regulatory Office for Network Industries (hereinafter referred to as "RONI") were
published in the electronic collection of laws, namely:

. RONI Decree no. 236/2016 Coll, establishing quality standards for electricity
transmission, electricity distribution and electricity supply;

" RONI Decree no. 278/2012 Coll., establishing quality standards for gas storage, gas
transportation, gas distribution and gas supply;

" RONI Decree no. 277/2012 Coll.,, establishing heat supply quality standards.


https://www.nrsr.sk/web/Default.aspx?sid=zakony/zakon&MasterID=9687
https://www.nrsr.sk/web/Default.aspx?sid=zakony/zakon&MasterID=9687
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The expected date for the initiation of comment procedure on the decrees is set on June
2024.

The status of the current legislative process regarding the RONI decree no. 236/2016 Coll.
can be followed at this link.

The status of the current legislative process regarding the RONI decree no. 278/2012 Coll.
can be followed at this link.

The status of the current legislative process regarding the RONI decree no. 277/2012 Coll.
can be followed at this link.

The call from the Slovakia Program aimed at reducing energy intensity
and the use of renewable sources in public buildings is still open

On 22 March 2024, the Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency (hereinafter referred to as
"SIEA") published information on the amount of funds requested in the call aimed at
reducing the energy intensity and the use of renewable sources in public buildings
within the 5. evaluation round (call code: PSK-SIEA -002-2023-DV-EFRR).

The SIEA report states that in the case of measure 2.1.2 related to Reducing the energy
intensity of buildings and measure 2.2.2 dealing with Support of the use of RES in energy
supply systems, the required amount of funds exceeds the allocation of the call intended
for less developed regions.

SIEA does not currently plan to close the call, while informing that if applications for financial
resources (NFP) meet all the conditions for the provision of a contribution, but the allocated
funds are not sufficient, a decision will be issued to the applicant not to approve the
application (NFP) due to a lack of funds, and these applications will be included in the stack
of projects.

You can find more detailed information about the call and the amount of funds requested
here.

The complete wording of the call announced on 22 December 2023 is available here.

The ME SR has published an update of the indicative allocation for the
call for support of the construction of charging infrastructure

On 27 March 2024, the ME SR published a notice, in which it informs that, as an executor
within the Recovery and Resilience Plan of the Slovak Republic for component 3 -
Sustainable transport, on 26 March 2024, it updated the indicative allocation for the Call for
support of the construction of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles for local
governments and organizations established by them (call code 03104-26-VO01).

The indicative allocation for the call, updated as of 26 March 2024, is available here.

You can read more about this issue here.


https://www.slov-lex.sk/legislativne-procesy/SK/PI/2024/48
https://www.slov-lex.sk/legislativne-procesy/SK/PI/2024/49
https://www.slov-lex.sk/legislativne-procesy/SK/PI/2024/50
https://www.siea.sk/informacia-o-vyske-ziadanych-financnych-prostriedkov-vo-vyzve-psk-siea-002-2023-dv-efrr-5-hodnotiace-kolo/
https://www.siea.sk/informacia-o-vyske-ziadanych-financnych-prostriedkov-vo-vyzve-psk-siea-002-2023-dv-efrr-5-hodnotiace-kolo/
https://www.mhsr.sk/uploads/files/XqyDAwQ9.pdf?csrt=7166826263593232414
https://www.mhsr.sk/aktuality/mh-sr-zverejnilo-aktualizaciu-indikativnej-alokacie-k-vyzve-03i04-26-v01?csrt=7166826263593232414
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Call of the ME SR for submission of project applications of the Interreg
Europe program in the program period 2021 - 2027

ME SR published a press release on its website about the launch of Ill. public call for project
applications under the Interreg Europe program for the period 2021-2027.

According to the ME SR, Slovak project partners have the opportunity to submit their
projects again from 20 March to 7 June 2024 through the Interreg Europe website
(available here).

ME SR states that the program is to support the exchange of experience, innovative
approaches, and the development of capacities in connection with the identification,
spreading and transfer of proven procedures. Thanks to the cooperation, participants in the
project partnership can gain know-how and improve the implementation of regional
development policies and programs.

Financial resources from the European Regional Development Fund can be drawn by public
bodies, bodies governed by public law and private non-profit organizations.

The total program budget allocated to regional cooperation projects amounts to 347,6
million EUR.

Applicants can find information about the Interreg Europe program on the website of the
ME SR, or they can directly contact the national authority of the program at the e-mail
address: interregeurope@mbhsr.sk.

The press release of the ME SR is available here.
RONI continues to prepare amendments to several energy decrees

On 22 March 2024, RONI published a notice on its website in which it informs about its
intensive work on the preparation of amendments to decrees in three areas:

. decrees establishing quality standards,

. decrees establishing the rules for the functioning of the internal electricity and gas
market,

. price decrees in the field of electricity and gas.

RONI is currently reassessing the suggestions and proposals that it received from the
professional and lay public after the preliminary information was published, while analysing
the possibilities of incorporating them into legislative proposals.

In the case of decrees related to quality standards, according to RONI, the main purpose of
the amendment is to increase consumer protection and reduce the bureaucratic burden.

When amending the decrees related to the rules for the functioning of the internal
electricity and gas market, the main goal is to take into account the changesin the internal
market that RONI noticed during the performance of its activities and also the requirements


https://www.interregeurope.eu/apply-for-the-call
https://www.mhsr.sk/press/zahajenie-iii-verejnej-vyzvy-na-predkladanie-projektovych-ziadosti-interreg-europe?csrt=7166826263593232414
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of the EU directive on digitalization of networks and systems, which should facilitate the
connection of new sources.

The amendment of price decrees in the field of electric energy and gas is implemented with
the aim of taking into account changes in the electricity and gas market in the Slovak
Republic in the field of operating systems, networks and supplies, which resulted from
practice, as well as after the amendment of the primary legislation. The changes are
intended to make it possible to more accurately define the eligible costs of energy
companies, which should have a positive impact on final prices for Slovak consumers.

You can read more about this topic here.

SSD concluded and evaluated the public consultation on changes in its
operating rules and published a notice on the validity of the new
operating rules

On 13 March 2024 and 26 March 2024 the company Stredoslovenskd distribu¢ng, a.s.
(hereinafter referred to as "SSD") published on its website a notice on the conclusion and
evaluation of the public consultation on the draft of its new operating rules.

Public consultation on the operating rules, which was adopted by the RONI decision no.
0015/2023/E-PP dated 29 December 2023 in accordance with the provision of Sec. 19a of the
Energy Act, lasted from 28 February 2024 to 12 March 2024.

SSD expressed its gratitude to all entities that participated in this consultation and provided
their observations and comments. On the basis of the provided feedback, the company SSD
proceeded to amend the draft operating rules.

The amended wording of the SSD draft operating rules is available here. The recording of
the public consultation is available at this link.

In the meantime, the company SSD has also published an announcement about the new
operating rules valid from 19 April 2024, which was approved by RONI on 3 April 2024 by
decision no. 0006/2024/E-PP.

The link to the consolidated text of the new operating rules of SSD is available here.

You can read more about the procedure for changing the new SSD operating rules here.

Temporary suspension of the certification of facilities with a limited
supply of energy

On 12 March 2024, a notice was published on the website of the Slovak Electricity and
Transmission System (hereinafter referred to as "SEPS'") on the temporary suspension of
the process of preliminary approval of new providers of auxiliary services and certification
of automatic frequency regulation (aFRR) from facilities with limited energy supply, i.e.,
battery solutions. SEPS justified this step by trying to ensure comparable quality of services
provided on different types of facilities.


https://www.urso.gov.sk/urad-intenzivne-pokracuje-v-priprave-novelizacie-viacerych-vyhlasok/
https://www.ssd.sk/buxus/docs/dokumenty/cenniky_a_cenove_rozhodnutia_urso/zmena%20PP%20%20po%20vyhodnoten%C3%AD%20pripomienok.pdf
https://www.ssd.sk/buxus/docs/dokumenty/cenniky_a_cenove_rozhodnutia_urso/Z%C3%A1znam%20o%20vykonan%C3%AD%20verejnej%20konzult%C3%A1cie%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ssd.sk/buxus/docs/dokumenty/cenniky_a_cenove_rozhodnutia_urso/N%C3%A1vrh%20na%20zmenu%20prev%C3%A1dzkov%C3%A9ho%20poriadku.pdf
https://www.ssd.sk/aktuality?page_id=4311
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SEPS is fully aware of the benefits of new technologies associated with electricity
accumulation and battery storage in the field of providing auxiliary services. However, both
existing and potential service providers have pointed out possible risks to the safety of the
operation of the electricity system due to the long-term activation of auxiliary services of
battery systems.

The management of SEPS has therefore decided to start consultations with providers and
commission the development of a study to assess the optimal conditions for the application
of auxiliary services of battery solutions. In order to evaluate the results of this study, SEPS is
temporarily suspending the preliminary approval process for new auxiliary service providers
and aFRR certification for new technologies related to the accumulation of electricity in
battery storage.

SEPS informed the ME SR as well as RONI about these measures.

You can find more information on the topic here.
New operating rules of SEPS

On 1 March 2024, information was published on the SEPS website that, on 4 March 2024, the
amendment to chapter 4 of the SEPS operating rules, which was approved by RONI
decision no. 0003/2024/E-PP dated 1 March 2024, became effective.

The full text of the new SEPS operating rules, effective from 4 March 2024, is available here.

You can read more information here.

The Ministry of the Environment informs that the Government of the
Slovak Republic has approved the further stabilization of the Slovak
Water Management Company

On 6 March 2024, the Ministry of the Environment (hereinafter referred to as "MoE")
announced on its website that the Government of the Slovak Republic approved an
amendment to the regulation, which effectively transfers the revenues of the
Environmental Fund from water use fees to the account of the Slovak Water
Management Company.

MoE informs that the aim of the changes is to clearly define and ensure the enforceability of
the provisions of the Water Act and the government regulation, according to which from 1
January 2024, the Slovak Water Management Company (hereinafter referred to as "SWMC"),
is the recipient of fees for wastewater discharged into surface waters.

MoE also informs that at the beginning of January 2024, the government approved the
financial stabilization of SWMC by redirecting the fees for the use of water to the account of
this water management company. Today's approved regulation will ensure the technical
transfer of fees for the discharge of wastewater into surface waters for the year 2024 and
advances, which were determined by the decision of the administrator of watercourses
important for water management before 1 January 2024, to the account of SWMC. This will
practically transfer approximately 13 million EUR from the Environmental Fund account to


https://www.sepsas.sk/tlacove-spravy/seps-docasne-pozastavuje-certifikaciu-zariadeni-s-obmedzenou-zasobou-energie/
https://www.sepsas.sk/engine/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Uplne-znenie-Prevadzkoveho-poriadku-ucinne-od-4.3.2024.pdf
https://www.sepsas.sk/aktuality/zverejneny-prevadzkovy-poriadok-pps-kapitola-4/
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the SWMC account, which will reduce the financial deficit of the state for the services that
the company performs for the country.

The Regulation also regulates the procedure for accounting VAT in the annual accounting
of advance payments for underground water use and advance payments for discharge of
wastewater into surface waters, if VAT is not included or paid in advance payments for water
use. The reason for this change is the opinion of the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak
Republic, according to which the use of underground water is considered to be an economic
activity and is therefore subject to tax according to the VAT Act.

You can read more information on this topic here.
New operating rules of OKTE

On 28 March 2024, information was published on the website of the Short-Term Electricity
Market Organizer (hereinafter referred to as "OKTE") about the entry into force of the change
to the operating rules of OKTE. The change in OKTE's operating rules became effective on 1
April 2024.

The change in the operating rules implements the new rules of the electricity market, which
are set out in the RONI decree no. 207/2023 Coll., concerning the functioning of the internal
electricity market. The content of the new operating rules includes the conditions of the
system operator, the organizer of the short-term electricity market and the commercial
conditions valid from 1January 2024.

The decision of RONI, which approved the new operating rules of OKTE, is available here.
The text of the OKTE operating rules, valid from 1 April 2024, is available here.

You can read more about the OKTE report here.

The Environmental Fund has published a list of activities for which an
application for support can be submitted in the year 2025

On 31 March 2024, the Environmental Fund published a list of activities for which an
application for support can be submitted for the year 2025, together with the expected
date of their publication.

The relevant document can be found here.

For more information click here.

MoE announced several calls from the Slovakia Program

Information on the announcement of several calls for financial resources from the
Slovakia Program was published on the MoE website during the monitored period.

These calls include, for example:

. 14. call aimed at supporting the second phase of projects in selected
agglomerations over 2000 equivalent inhabitants (read more);


https://www.minzp.sk/spravy/2024/marec/vlada-schvalila-dalsiu-stabilizaciu-slovenskeho-vodohospodarskeho-podniku.html
https://okte.sk/media/ynhlgn2j/rozhodnutie_c-_0004_2024_e-pp.pdf
https://okte.sk/media/ndgjiyl4/prev%C3%A1dzkov%C3%BD_poriadok_okte__a-s-__%C3%BA%C4%8Dinn%C3%BD_od_01-04-2024_.pdf
https://www.okte.sk/sk/informacie/oznamy/2024-03-28-novy-prevadzkovy-poriadok-okte-a-s-ucinny-od-01-04-2024/
https://envirofond.sk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Zoznam-cinnosti_2025_final.pdf
https://envirofond.sk/dotacie/
https://www.minzp.sk/aktuality/strnasta-vyzva-envirorezortu-z-programu-slovensko-dofinancuje-druhu-fazu-projektov-zameranych-odkanalizovanie-aglomeracii-v.html
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. 13. call aimed at supporting the second phase of the project called "Public
sewerage and COV Hruby Sur" (read more);

" 12. call aimed at supporting the research and monitoring of environmental

burdens (read more);

" 10. call aimed at supporting the prevention and management of landslide risks
related to excessive rainfall activity (read more).

This monitoring was prepared for you by:

Silvia Hodekova
&Y‘ ASSOCIATE

Q Richard Laura

‘ JUNIOR ASSOCIATE

Legal notice

The information provided to the subscriber as part of the monitoring of energy legislation is not a source of legally binding legislation, as
only the collection of laws of the Slovak Republic contains the legally binding wording of the legislation in terms of the legal code of the
Slovak Republic. The information provided to the subscriber is only informative and does not replace legal service pursuant to the Act no.
586/2003 Coll. on advocacy. The law firm POLACEK & PARTNERS s.r.0. is not responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the
information provided in the energy legislation monitoring. In case of questions regarding the information provided to the subscriber, the
subscriber can ask the law firm POLACEK & PARTNERS s.r.o. for the provision of legal services for this purpose.

Down to Earth, Direct, Dynamic. Go to the website



https://www.polacekpartners.sk/
https://www.minzp.sk/aktuality/trinasta-vyzva-envirorezortu-z-programu-slovensko-dofinancuje-vodarensky-projekt-zitnom-ostrove.html
https://www.minzp.sk/aktuality/dvanasta-vyzva-envirorezortu-z-programu-slovensko-za-vyse-31-milionov-eur-podpori-prieskum-monitoring-envirozatazi.html
https://www.minzp.sk/aktuality/desiata-vyzva-envirorezortu-z-programu-slovensku-za-38-milionov-eur-je-urcena-sanaciu-havarijnych-zosuvov.html
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/en/contact
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/tim/richard-laura
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/tim/tomas-siskovic
https://www.polacekpartners.sk/tim/silvia-hodekova
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